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 The sun was well above the horizon as the recon probe from the Germans and 
British advanced towards a small bridge across a shallow creek.  To the south of the 
creek was an open field with some cattle grazing and across the road was a village with a 
café and small bakery.  The German probe approached from the south.  To the north of 
the creek, were several small fields and an old orchard surrounded by tall bocage and 
hedges. 

 
 
 
 The two British sections split to 
either side of the north south road.  The 
Cromwell tank, commanded by Sgt. Grady, 
would move up the road to secure the 
bridge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 



 
 
 
 
To the north, Lt. Burroughs would proceed 
just beyond the small field.  After moving 
through some gates, he crossed the creek 
and entered the open field, then moved 
towards the village.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the attached Vickers MMG, Sgt. York 
would provide a base of fire into the center 
of the village.  If any Germans were present, 
they would probably be accompanied by 
observers in the upper floors of the 
buildings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Germans approached the village 
with 1st section, led by Oberfeldwebel 
Kasper, and proceeded behind the buildings 
to cross the creek and then north through a 
gap in the bocage into the orchard.   
 
 
 
 
 
2nd section, led by Feldwebel Lange, was 
to go into the buildings along the road, get 
into the second floor and observe the large 
field and the creek to the north, setting up 
the attached MG-42 to cover the field, and 
perhaps to liberate better food than their 
rations.  A StuG III entered the village just 
far enough to observe the bridge, for as 



they approached, 2nd section reported hearing a tank on the other side. 
 

The German 2nd section soldier 
with the FG42 (LMG) looked around the 
corner of the Café and spotted the 
Cromwell approaching on the other side 
of the bridge.  Sgt. Grady riding in the 
unbuttoned tank also spotted the 
movement at the end of the village and the 
gunner fired the Besa coaxial MG (12 rds) 
at the building corner.  The LMG soldier 
was hit in the left arm and spun out of 
sight.  At the same time, the rifleman next 
to him had broken in the Café door, but 
hearing the rounds impact the building, he 
turned to see his comrade's bloody arm.  
Fortunately, the rifleman was the probe’s 
medic and quickly got the bleeding under 
control.  Both of them entered the Café, 
and moved to the far end, where they set 
up to cover the road from the kitchen 
window and the front door facing the 
road.  The wounded soldier would not be 
moving fast, but he propped his LMG on 
the kitchen counter and waited.  Outside, 
Feldwebel Lange moved the MG-42 
towards the bakery. 

 
 

 
Panzerfaust trooper Haas 

stayed outside, hoping the tank 
would get close enough. 

 

 
The StuG III focused on the bridge in hopes of 
getting a shot. 



 When the Cromwell reached the bridge, a shell from 
the StuG narrowly missed.  Immediately the loader reached 
for another AP, hoping they would survive long enough 
to fire again.   
 
 
 1st section moved up to the tall building.  One 
rifleman rested his weapon on the concrete rail of the 
front steps, Oberfeldwebel Kasper moved behind the 
building to check out the creek and gap beyond.   
 
 

 As the Cromwell came off the 
bridge, Sgt. Grady was directing the 
rotation on the turret toward the StuG 
III’s fire.  The 1st section rifleman 
spotted Sgt. Grady and fired.  The 
snapshot ricocheted off the cupola, 
causing Grady to button up. Now, his 
vision was severely restricted.  Grady 
ordered his driver to stop, but 
continued to rotate the turret. 

 
 The StuG III rotated in place, 
anticipating the Cromwell would continue 
to the Café and turn toward it.  Inside, the 
crew was reloading another AP round.   
 

1st section retreated behind the 
building to get cover from the tank and 
select a good location to cover the creek 
and gap leading to the orchard. 
 
 Meanwhile, the British Paras 
continued advancing to the creek.  Lt. 



Burroughs section dashed all the way to creek and although fatigued, plunged into the 
creek and to the one gate in the hedge opening into the field.    
 
 Sgt. York’s section moved through the fields towards the orchard.  The Vickers 
crew moved with them. 
 

    
 
When they got beyond the field, the Vickers crew 
found a good position to fire through the gap in the 
south side of the orchard and into the center of the 
village.  So, they started to setup. 

 

 
One of York’s men tried to get over the bocage and got hung up.  York tried to get him 
down and finally told him that he would see him on the other side and went back and 
through the side gate in the field and past the Vickers crew completing their setup.  
Above, the Bren gunner makes his way to the creek.   
 
 
 
 
 



The trooper in the hedge did have a good position to 
see into the village and spotted movement near the 
northwest building.  He fired twice, missing both 
times, and the target (the MG-42 loader) disappeared 
into the building.   
 

 
Finally, the crew 
got the Vickers 
MMG set up and 
put a Fire Zone in 
the center of the 
village. 
 

 
 
 
During the Vickers MMG setup, the crew saw the 
StuG III move across the center of the village and 
then backup and disappear.  With AP loaded and in 
its hide inside the building drive through, the StuG 
waited for the Cromwell to pass the opening ahead 
between the two buildings (Fire Zone established.) 
 
 

 
 After crossing the creek, Lt 
Burroughs took a quick look over the 
gate and then proceeded through it, 
hugging the bocage while moving 
towards the village.  
 

 FW Lange had reached the second floor 
above the bakery and looked out over the field 
to see a group of men come through the gate, 
and though his SMG could barely reach that 
distance, fired an 8-rd snapshot at the men.  No 
hits, and the SMG jammed.  The MG-42 team moved behind him towards the arch 
window above the striped awning.   



The Cromwell below also noted the SMG fire and Sgt. Grady considered 
unbuttoning, but he was shot at the last time he did that, so he had the gunner elevate the 
75 and use the coaxial to engage the SMG.  In that time, FW Lange was able to unjam his 
weapon and fire at the group again.  Another jam!  As Lange worked to clear it, Lt. 
Burroughs continued toward the village.  FW Lange got off one more burst, no hits and a 
third jam.  As he stepped back to clear it, the Cromwell coaxial shredded the window, 
wounding Lange in the head.   
 

 At a crouch, Burroughs moved up 
abeam the Cromwell which had stopped 
covering a gate in the field across from the 
bakery.  As the section was passing 
through the gate to shelter behind the tank, 
they took heavy machine gun fire from the 
arch window above the awning.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The wooden gate provided no cover. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Cromwell rotated the turret slightly 
and fired through the arch window, driving 
the MG-42 crew to the floor along with 
FW Lange who was slowly making his 
way to the door and the outside stairs to 
reach the medic in the Café. 

 
 
 The Cromwell continued to fire at the arch 
window, this allowed the remaining three members of  
Burroughs section to get down behind the tank and 
dash across the road towards a path entrance into the 
village.  Inside the Cromwell, the crew was distracted. 
Grady wished for HE instead of AP in the main gun. 
The gunner concentrated on the arch window, leaving 
only the bow gunner to watch down the road. 



 Haas chanced a quick glance around the 
Café corner noting the tank was engaged.  The bow 
MG gunner noticed the movement and fired a burst 
at the Café corner, missing Haas.  The Cromwell 
was also engaged keeping the MG-42 crew hugging 
the floor.  Haas peeked again, only to meet the bow 
gunner's fire.  But this time, the MG jammed.   
 
 Haas stepped out into the street and 
launched the Panzerfaust from long range.  It 
impacted the lower hull, with catastrophic results. 
 

 
 The explosion got 
everyone’s attention.  Lt 
Burroughs moved his 
section to the other side 
of the road before the 
Germans in the bakery 
could recover.  FW Lange 
opened the door to the 
outside stairs and 
prepared to descend.  The 
MG-42 crew grabbed a 
quick look out the 
window and started to 
move to the back of the 

bakery to cover the center of the village.  Sgt. York’s section moved up to the south of 
the orchard flanking the gap.  Along with a rifleman, OFW Kasper took cover, near the 
tall building and dropped prone to watch the orchard gap.  In doing so, he drew fire from 
a Bren gun in the bocage.  OFW Kasper was missed, but failed his morale check and 
slowly recovered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Hearing the explosion on the other side of the bakery the StuG III commander 
ordered the loader to extract the AP and load HE instead, as the armor threat was gone.  
The commander opened his hatch and charged the MG-34.  He then directed the driver to 
slowly ease out of the hide.  Two of Kasper’s riflemen (providing rear security in the 
hide) followed the tank.  The rifleman, with OFW Kasper, fired on an enemy that crawled 
up to the gap and the para rolled behind the hedge for cover. 
 

Lt. Burroughs readied his men to maneuver into 
the village, but first he tossed a smoke grenade 
to cover the approach.  It fell well short, barely 
making it over the bocage. 

 
The StuG III commander noted the smoke 
and told the driver to turn right, while he 
brought the MG-34 to bear.  Lt. Burroughs 
dashed through the village entrance, and 
the other two riflemen went around the 
smoke on the other side (closer to the 
bakery).  All three dropped prone.  The StuG III commander had a good shot at Lt. 
Burroughs and noted at least one hit.  OFW Kasper and his rifleman fired at the two paras 
to the left of the smoke, and although prone, Kasper was able to get a critical hit in the 
right leg of both.  Seeing Lt. Burroughs' section cut down soon after the loss of the 
Cromwell, Sgt. York ordered the survivors to withdraw.  He dropped a smoke grenade 
into the gap to cover their retreat. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


